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The NUS PhD-MBA aims to attract and train talented science and engineering students who have the potential to 
create and lead technology companies. The programme is jointly hosted by the NUS Graduate School for Integrative 
Sciences and Engineering (NGS) and the NUS Business School. The programme has 3 pillars. Students develop their 
research skills by doing a PhD in a science or technology discipline. Concurrently students develop business acumen 
by working on an MBA degree. Internships in technology comnpanies provide practical technology business training, 
and form the third pillar.

Terms:

Concurrent PhD and MBA, taking much less time than completing both separately
Choice of any subject for the PhD, from the life and physical sciences to engineering and IT
Monthly (12 months per year) tax-free stipend of S$2,600 to S$3,200 (depending on whether or not scholar 
chooses to work in Singapore upon graduation)
PhD tuition waiver, full MBA tuition fee waiver

The Programme
Students in the NUS programme work on a PhD in science, engineering or medicine and an MBA concurrently. 
Successful applicants will be offered a scholarship covering the tuition fees for both the PhD and the MBA. They will 
also be offered a stipend to cover living expenses, as well as allowances for books, a computer and for conferences. 
In the 1st year students typically do course work related to their PhD, completing 6-8 courses for 24 to 32 modular 
credits (MCs). They can choose among a wide variety of courses across the NUS campus with very few restrictions. 
In the 2nd year, students complete a first internship lasting around 3 months, for example in the summer between year 
1 and year 2. Students also finish course work and sit their PhD Qualifying Examination, as well as selecting two 
advisers, one of whom should be from NGS, the other may be in any NUS department or school, or even external to 
NUS. Students then start their MBA in the 1st semster of the 3rd year of study. They do this as full time students in the 
NUS Business School, along with all other full-time MBA students. From the 2nd semster of the 3rd year onward, 
students continue their PhD research full-time and finish course work related to their MBA in part time mode. The 
course load for the MBA is somewhat reduced for PhD-MBA students, enabling them to finish the degree 
requirements in good time. A second internship is taken at any time during years 3 to 5. Upon successful defense of a 
thesis and the fullfillment of the requirements for the MBA, students are conferred a PhD and an MBA degree. 
Students may graduate with only a PhD, but not with only an MBA. The PhD-MBA is designed to take students 
between 4 and 5 years to complete.

Who Should Apply
A keen, open and independent mind, common sense, appreciation for the importance of science, technology and 
business, the ability to act and get things done alone and in a team are hallmarks of students suitable for the NUS 
PhD-MBA. Valuing the wide range of backgrounds of potential students, factors that the recruitment committee will 
weigh when making decisions on admissions into the NUS PhD-MBA are: academic records, standardized test 
scores, research experience, startup and industry experience, completed internships, interest in and involvement in 
entrepreneurship and business, as well as good English.

Women and men of all nationalities, with an undergraduate or Masters degree in any scientific, engineering, maths or 
IT discipline, previously awarded or expected in 2012, are eligible to apply.

Application Process
There is no need to submit a separate application for the NGS PhD (without MBA) as applicants to the NUS PhD-MBA 
will, if the candidate indicates this preference (see Questionaire section on the application website), be considered for 
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the NGS PhD in case the application to the PhD-MBA was not successful.

Applicants are welcome to contact potential PhD mentors/advisors before submitting an application.

We require the GRE (Institution code: 0677) and, if the native language or the language used in undergraduate 
instruction is not English then either the TOEFL (Institution code: 3720) or the IELTS (Institution code: 0677). The 
GMAT (Institution code: DRT-MK-35) is required later in the application process ONLY from shortlisted candidates 
and does NOT need to be submitted with the initial application. The PhD-MBA essay (see application website for 
details) gives applicants the chance to think about a technology business problem, express thoughts, devise actions 
and show effective communication skills. The application deadline (online applicaton) for the August 2012 intake 
is 15th November 2011. The deadline for the receival of recommendation letters is 15th December 2011. The 
deadline for the receival of GRE and TOEFL/IELTS scores is 15th January 2012.

Application and Admissions Time Line, Deadlines

1st Sep 2011: Applications open
15th Nov 2011: Application deadline (online application)
15th Dec 2011: Deadline for the receival of the hardcopy of the application form and the recommendation 
letters
Jan 2012: NGS interviews and shortlisting
16th Jan 2012: Deadline for receival of GRE general and TOEFL/IELTS scores
1st Mar 2012: GMAT scores to be sent by shortlisted candidates (if not sent with the initial application)
Feb – Mar 2012: Business School interviews of shortlisted candidates
Apr 2012: Admissions decisions and sending of decision letters
1st May 2012: Final deadline for receival of replies by admitted students

Important Application Documents and Forms

Academic transcripts
Recommendation letters (two academic required, one industrial optional)
PhD-MBA admissions essay
Statement of purpose
Research proposal
Applicatin form
Declaration form
Resume
TOEFL (only if native language or language of University instruction is/was not English)
GRE general score
GMAT score (for shortlisted candidates)

1. Fully Funded Scholarships, King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals, Saudi Arabia
2. Master Scholarships, Faculty of Medicine, Imperial College London, UK
3. Fully Funded YSEALI Academic Fellowship, USA
4. Fully Funded Australia Awards Scholarships
5. Fully Funded GCE A Level Scholarships for Indonesian Students, Singapore
6. Fully Funded Master Scholarships, Kyoto University, Japan
7. Fully Funded Scholarships, Mohamed bin Zayed University of Artificial Intelligence, UAE
8. Fully Funded Scholarships in Astronomy, University of Cambridge, UK
9. Full Tuition Fee LLM Scholarships, University of Warwick, UK

10. Fully Funded Scholarships – Qatar University
11. Fully Funded Scholarships, Bond University, Australia
12. Fully Funded Art Major Asian plus Scholarships, Korea National University of Arts, South Korea
13. Full Funded VLIR-ICP Master Scholarships, KU Leuven, Belgium
14. Fully Funded Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Program, USA
15. Fully Funded Scholarships, Pukyong National University, South Korea
16. Fully Funded Scholarships, Yeungnam University, South Korea
17. Fully Funded Scholarships, Sungkyunkwan University, South Korea
18. Fully Funded Scholarships, Sunchon National University, South Korea
19. Fully Funded Scholarships, Seoul National University of Science and Technology, South Korea
20. Fully Funded Scholarships, Pusan National University, South Korea
21. Fully Funded Scholarships, Kyungpook National University, South Korea
22. Fully Funded Scholarships, University of New England, Australia
23. Fully Funded Scholarships, Kunsan National University, South Korea
24. Fully Funded Scholarships, Kookmin University, South Korea
25. Fully Funded Scholarships, Kangwon National University, South Korea
26. Fully Funded Scholarships, Jeonbuk National University, South Korea
27. Fully Funded Scholarships, Hoseo University, South Korea
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28. Fully Funded Scholarships, Gyeongsang National University, South Korea
29. Fully Funded Scholarships, Dongseo University, South Korea
30. Fully Funded Scholarships, Dongguk University, South Korea
31. Fully Funded Scholarships, Chung-Ang University, South Korea
32. Fully Funded Scholarships, Chonnam National University, South Korea
33. Fully Funded Scholarships, Ajou University, South Korea
34. Fully Funded Graduate Scholarships for International Students, South Korea
35. Fully Funded Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant, USA
36. Fully Funded Scholarships, CERGE-EI, Czech Republic
37. Full Tuition Fee Scholarships for Female Students from Developing Countries, Swansea University, UK
38. Master Scholarships, University of Twente, Netherlands
39. Fully Funded Sport Management Scholarships, Seoul National University, South Korea
40. Fully Funded ADB JSP Scholarships, Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand
41. Undergraduate Maths Scholarships for International Students, University of Edinburgh, UK
42. Fully Funded Scholarships in Singapore
43. Tuition + Living Allowance Scholarships, University of Waikato, New Zealand
44. Fully Funded Scholarships, Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology, Japan

1. Beasiswa Penerbit Erlangga - Universitas Bengkulu
2. Beasiswa Putra-Putri Transmigran Berprestasi - Universitas Gadjah Mada
3. VLIR-ICP Master Scholarships, KU Leuven, Belgium
4. Beasiswa UGM - Universitas Gadjah Mada
5. Women and Diversity Undergraduate Scholarship - PT. Thiess Contractors Indonesia
6. Art Major Asian plus Scholarship, Korea National University of Arts
7. Nailekhanim Foundation Scholarship, Khazar University, Azerbaijan
8. Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA), American Indonesian Exchange Foundation, USA
9. Eira Francis Davies Scholarship, Swansea University, UK

10. Beasiswa Mahasiswa - Pemerintah Kota Pekanbaru
11. Beasiswa Master 2, Prancis
12. Beasiswa Tematik, Prancis
13. Beasiswa Kartini Sains, Prancis
14. Beasiswa France Excellence S2, Prancis
15. Beasiswa France Excellence D3 / S1, Prancis
16. University of Waikato Doctoral Scholarship, New Zealand
17. Asian Development Bank - Japan Scholarship Program (ADB-JSP), Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand
18. University of Twente Scholarship (UTS), Netherlands
19. Australian Government Research Training Program (RTP) Scholarship, Bond University, Australia
20. Australia Awards Scholarships
21. Faculty of Medicine Dean Master Scholarships, Imperial College London, UK
22. International Graduate Scholarships, Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST)
23. Asian Future Leaders Scholarship Program, Kyoto University, Japan
24. Beasiswa Bantuan Penelitian - Bank Indonesia Institute
25. Beasiswa Mahasiswa Berprestasi Non Akademik - Provinsi Kalimantan Barat
26. Future Leader Scholarship, LASALLE College of the Arts, Singapore
27. Beasiswa Talenta Atlet, Seni dan Sains - Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta (UMY)
28. Beasiswa Kader Unggulan Muhammadiyah (KAUM) - Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta (UMY)
29. Beasiswa Dokter dan Dokter Gigi Muhammadiyah - Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta (UMY)
30. Talent Scholarship - Qatar University
31. PhD Scholarships in Economics, CERGE-EI, Czech Republic
32. Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Program for International Teachers (Fulbright DAI), USA
33. Beasiswa Jalur Prestasi, D3 Teknologi Pengolahan Kelapa Sawit, Institut Teknologi dan Sains Bandung
34. Beasiswa SMART Mills - PT Sinar Mas Agro Resources and Technology Tbk
35. Beasiswa SMART Agro - PT Sinar Mas Agro Resources and Technology Tbk
36. Vice Chancellor’s International Excellence Scholarship, University of Waikato, New Zealand
37. Boustany Astronomy Scholarship, University of Cambridge, UK
38. Boustany Cambridge Pembroke Scholarship in Philosophy, University of Cambridge, UK
39. Vice-Chancellor’s International Scholarships Scheme, University of Sydney, Australia
40. Edinburgh Global Undergraduate Mathematics Scholarships, University of Edinburgh, UK
41. PhD Scholarhips, Singapore International Graduate Award (SINGA)
42. PhD Scholarships, United Arab Emirates University, UAE
43. International Postgraduate Research Award (IPRA), University of New England, Australia
44. ASEAN Scholarships for Indonesia by Ministry of Education, Singapore
45. Master and PhD Scholarships, King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals, Saudi Arabia
46. Fully Funded PhD Scholarships, Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology Graduate University, Japan
47. Dr Goh Keng Swee (GKS) Scholarship for Undergraduate Students, Singapore
48. Graduate Scholarships, Mohamed bin Zayed University of Artificial Intelligence, UAE
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49. Master & PhD Scholarships, Honjo International Scholarship Foundation, Japan
50. ASEAN Graduate Scholarship, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore
51. Bond University Postgraduate Research Scholarship (BUPRS), Australia
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