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In November 2005, SEARCA established the PhD Research Scholarship, which provides financial support to qualified 
PhD students whose researches are relevant to the priority thrusts of SEARCA (see scholarship statistics).

The PhD research scholarship aims to:

1. Provide PhD students the opportunity to use the resources and facilities available at SEARCA and its network 
of universities for their research;

2. Produce quality research papers for publication; and
3. Enable them to work with SEARCA’s R&D personnel on mutually identified areas of concerns/interests in 

agriculture and rural development.

Eligibility
Priority 1. Southeast Asian nationals who are enrolled in PhD programs in any of the member universities under the 
Southeast Asian University Consortium for Graduate Education in Agriculture and Natural Resources (UC)[1].

Priority 2. Southeast Asian nationals who are regular staff members of government agencies or non-profit 
development-oriented institutions, and are PhD students of agricultural universities outside of UC.

Research Topics
The topic of the applicant’s PhD research must be aligned with SEARCA’s thrusts of Inclusive and Sustainable 
Agricultural and Rural Development (ISARD) towards food security and poverty alleviation in Southeast Asia. 
Specifically, its focus must be in any of the following areas:

Social Inclusion in Agriculture and Rural Development

Participation of poor and vulnerable sectors of rural societies in food and agricultural value chains and 
agribusiness commodity systems;
Food and nutrition security for poor and vulnerable sectors of rural societies; and
Productivity-enhancing innovations and modern technologies.

Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development

Natural resource management;
Climate change mitigation and adaptation in agriculture and natural resource management; and
Resilience of agricultural systems to climate impacts.

Regional and Sub-regional Cooperation

Sub-regional cooperation in trade and investments; and
Regional market, trade, and economic integration.

Institutions and Governance

Government policies, institutions, and governance mechanisms and reforms for ISARD.

For Fiscal Year 2018-2019, priority will be given to research grant applications that are anchored on any of the topics 
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defined by the project “Agricultural Transformation and Market Integration in the ASEAN Region: Responding to Food 
Security and Inclusiveness Concerns” jointly being implemented by SEARCA and the International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI) with financial support from the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). 
These topics focus on priority commodities such as root and cash crops, fruits, vegetables and livestock, among 
others; value chain studies; and specific topics identified during the National Inception Workshops organized in 
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Philippines and Viet Nam, and during the Regional Launch Workshop held in October 
2016 in the Philippines (See ATMI-ASEAN Thesis Grant Topics List).

Scholarship Benefits
Research funds not to exceed USD 4,500 and optional internship at SEARCA for up to two (2) months. For those who 
will avail of the internship, additional scholarship fund may be allocated to cover travel expenses to and from 
SEARCA, travel and accident insurance, and stipend during the period of internship.

Application Requirements
Applicants must submit the following requirements to SEARCA:

1. Filled out SEARCA PhD Research Scholarship application form;
2. Letter of application for the research scholarship which should be addressed to the SEARCA Director;
3. Recommendation letter from the Dean of Graduate School of the university where the applicant is pursuing the 

degree program;
4. Dissertation research outline/proposal approved by the Advisory Committee and Dean of Graduate School;
5. Budgetary requirement for the entire research duly attested and recommended by the major adviser and Dean 

of Graduate School;
6. True copy of grades for courses taken, certified by the Graduate School;
7. Letter from the applicant certifying that he/she is not receiving any other research grant from any other 

institution. If partial funding has been obtained from other sources, applicant must submit a certification from 
the funding agency indicating the grant amount and items covered by the grant;

8. Research timetable indicating the activities involved in the research, and the expected date of defense.

Due to the limited amount of grant per scholarship, preference shall be given to researches that are not laboratory-
based.

Applications must be submitted directly to SEARCA. Deadline for filing of application is 30 April (first batch) and 
30 September (2nd batch) of every year with grants to be awarded in 15 July and 15 December of same year, 
respectively.

1 University Consortium members are Institut Pertanian Bogor (IPB), Bogor, Indonesia; Kasetsart University (KU), 
Bangkok, Thailand; Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM), Yogyakarta, Indonesia; Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM), 
Selangor, Malaysia; and University of the Philippines Los Baños (UPLB), Laguna, Philippines.

1. Fully Funded Scholarships, King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals, Saudi Arabia
2. Master Scholarships, Faculty of Medicine, Imperial College London, UK
3. Fully Funded YSEALI Academic Fellowship, USA
4. Fully Funded Australia Awards Scholarships
5. Fully Funded GCE A Level Scholarships for Indonesian Students, Singapore
6. Fully Funded Master Scholarships, Kyoto University, Japan
7. Fully Funded Scholarships, Mohamed bin Zayed University of Artificial Intelligence, UAE
8. Fully Funded Scholarships in Astronomy, University of Cambridge, UK
9. Full Tuition Fee LLM Scholarships, University of Warwick, UK

10. Fully Funded Scholarships – Qatar University
11. Fully Funded Scholarships, Bond University, Australia
12. Fully Funded Art Major Asian plus Scholarships, Korea National University of Arts, South Korea
13. Full Funded VLIR-ICP Master Scholarships, KU Leuven, Belgium
14. Fully Funded Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Program, USA
15. Fully Funded Scholarships, Pukyong National University, South Korea
16. Fully Funded Scholarships, Yeungnam University, South Korea
17. Fully Funded Scholarships, Sungkyunkwan University, South Korea
18. Fully Funded Scholarships, Sunchon National University, South Korea
19. Fully Funded Scholarships, Seoul National University of Science and Technology, South Korea
20. Fully Funded Scholarships, Pusan National University, South Korea
21. Fully Funded Scholarships, Kyungpook National University, South Korea
22. Fully Funded Scholarships, University of New England, Australia
23. Fully Funded Scholarships, Kunsan National University, South Korea
24. Fully Funded Scholarships, Kookmin University, South Korea
25. Fully Funded Scholarships, Kangwon National University, South Korea
26. Fully Funded Scholarships, Jeonbuk National University, South Korea
27. Fully Funded Scholarships, Hoseo University, South Korea
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28. Fully Funded Scholarships, Gyeongsang National University, South Korea
29. Fully Funded Scholarships, Dongseo University, South Korea
30. Fully Funded Scholarships, Dongguk University, South Korea
31. Fully Funded Scholarships, Chung-Ang University, South Korea
32. Fully Funded Scholarships, Chonnam National University, South Korea
33. Fully Funded Scholarships, Ajou University, South Korea
34. Fully Funded Graduate Scholarships for International Students, South Korea
35. Fully Funded Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant, USA
36. Fully Funded Scholarships, CERGE-EI, Czech Republic
37. Full Tuition Fee Scholarships for Female Students from Developing Countries, Swansea University, UK
38. Master Scholarships, University of Twente, Netherlands
39. Fully Funded Sport Management Scholarships, Seoul National University, South Korea
40. Fully Funded ADB JSP Scholarships, Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand
41. Undergraduate Maths Scholarships for International Students, University of Edinburgh, UK
42. Fully Funded Scholarships in Singapore
43. Tuition + Living Allowance Scholarships, University of Waikato, New Zealand
44. Fully Funded Scholarships, Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology, Japan

1. Beasiswa Penerbit Erlangga - Universitas Bengkulu
2. Beasiswa Putra-Putri Transmigran Berprestasi - Universitas Gadjah Mada
3. VLIR-ICP Master Scholarships, KU Leuven, Belgium
4. Beasiswa UGM - Universitas Gadjah Mada
5. Women and Diversity Undergraduate Scholarship - PT. Thiess Contractors Indonesia
6. Art Major Asian plus Scholarship, Korea National University of Arts
7. Nailekhanim Foundation Scholarship, Khazar University, Azerbaijan
8. Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA), American Indonesian Exchange Foundation, USA
9. Eira Francis Davies Scholarship, Swansea University, UK

10. Beasiswa Mahasiswa - Pemerintah Kota Pekanbaru
11. Beasiswa Master 2, Prancis
12. Beasiswa Tematik, Prancis
13. Beasiswa Kartini Sains, Prancis
14. Beasiswa France Excellence S2, Prancis
15. Beasiswa France Excellence D3 / S1, Prancis
16. University of Waikato Doctoral Scholarship, New Zealand
17. Asian Development Bank - Japan Scholarship Program (ADB-JSP), Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand
18. University of Twente Scholarship (UTS), Netherlands
19. Australian Government Research Training Program (RTP) Scholarship, Bond University, Australia
20. Australia Awards Scholarships
21. Faculty of Medicine Dean Master Scholarships, Imperial College London, UK
22. International Graduate Scholarships, Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST)
23. Asian Future Leaders Scholarship Program, Kyoto University, Japan
24. Beasiswa Bantuan Penelitian - Bank Indonesia Institute
25. Beasiswa Mahasiswa Berprestasi Non Akademik - Provinsi Kalimantan Barat
26. Future Leader Scholarship, LASALLE College of the Arts, Singapore
27. Beasiswa Talenta Atlet, Seni dan Sains - Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta (UMY)
28. Beasiswa Kader Unggulan Muhammadiyah (KAUM) - Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta (UMY)
29. Beasiswa Dokter dan Dokter Gigi Muhammadiyah - Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta (UMY)
30. Talent Scholarship - Qatar University
31. PhD Scholarships in Economics, CERGE-EI, Czech Republic
32. Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Program for International Teachers (Fulbright DAI), USA
33. Beasiswa Jalur Prestasi, D3 Teknologi Pengolahan Kelapa Sawit, Institut Teknologi dan Sains Bandung
34. Beasiswa SMART Mills - PT Sinar Mas Agro Resources and Technology Tbk
35. Beasiswa SMART Agro - PT Sinar Mas Agro Resources and Technology Tbk
36. Vice Chancellor’s International Excellence Scholarship, University of Waikato, New Zealand
37. Boustany Astronomy Scholarship, University of Cambridge, UK
38. Boustany Cambridge Pembroke Scholarship in Philosophy, University of Cambridge, UK
39. Vice-Chancellor’s International Scholarships Scheme, University of Sydney, Australia
40. Edinburgh Global Undergraduate Mathematics Scholarships, University of Edinburgh, UK
41. PhD Scholarhips, Singapore International Graduate Award (SINGA)
42. PhD Scholarships, United Arab Emirates University, UAE
43. International Postgraduate Research Award (IPRA), University of New England, Australia
44. ASEAN Scholarships for Indonesia by Ministry of Education, Singapore
45. Master and PhD Scholarships, King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals, Saudi Arabia
46. Fully Funded PhD Scholarships, Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology Graduate University, Japan
47. Dr Goh Keng Swee (GKS) Scholarship for Undergraduate Students, Singapore
48. Graduate Scholarships, Mohamed bin Zayed University of Artificial Intelligence, UAE
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49. Master & PhD Scholarships, Honjo International Scholarship Foundation, Japan
50. ASEAN Graduate Scholarship, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore
51. Bond University Postgraduate Research Scholarship (BUPRS), Australia
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